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Old Mr, Barton had dysentery. Mrs. Barton
and Desiree sat silently in their sitting-room wait-
ing for the nurse to come out, then they would
rise to their feet like schoolgirls in front of a
teacher and whisper: "How is her" He would not
let his wife nurse him. "Let me be quiet, let me
be alone/* he saids and sent her away. It was the
first discourteous thing he had ever done. Mrs.
Mascarenes had dysentery too^ and had been taken
to the hospital. Now their suite seemed qulet3 for
the practising and the baby's crying were gentle
noises after the scolding voice of Mrs. Mascarenes,
Then one night Blanche called: "Auntie, wake
up. Oh3 please wake up5 auntie. I'm sick, O
auntie^ my stomach."
She called in a shrill thin voice as if the words
were sharp and hurt her; she woke Rosa as well
as aunties and when they touched her she was
fever-hot and dryy even the bed-clothes where
she had lain were burning*
"It's the same as they all have/' cried Rosa,
"It begins this way. Where is the thermometer?**
Auntie had no thermometer^ she had not had
one for yearss and she argued with Rosa3 who said
she must get one. How could she get a thermo-
meter in the middle of the night?
"It's nearly morning," argued Rosa; "you
must wake father/'
"Wake/0/for. Are you out of your mind$ Rosa?
He is so tired at night* How can you?1*
Blanche wanted iced water, and Rosa went into
the pantry to find somej but there was not even a